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https://www.christianity.com/wiki/salvation/what-does-it-mean-that-god-is-the-rock-of-

salvation.html

In practical terms, a rock is a place to hide behind. Its clefts and caves provide shelter from
beasts and storms and enemies. A rock is also a foundation upon which we stand or build. It
is solid and sure. Rocks are used to build walls and fortresses to protect those within. A
massive rock, like a mountain, is immovable; it stands firm through the fiercest storms and
battles.

https://corechristianity.com/resource-library/articles/christ-our-rock-and-refuge/

In the ancient world, where explosives and powerful drills were unknown, rock—
abundant and varied in shape and size—was a ready image of impervious solidity. A rock
provides a solid foundation, protection and security, but it can be a nuisance when it
poses an obstacle to progress and dangerous when it falls. The Bible uses words
translated “rock” in all these senses and occasionally in more specialized ways.

Much of the OT imagery has the desert as its backdrop. The sight of a rock in a barren,
sun-parched wilderness lifted the spirits of the hot and weary traveler or soldier. The
ministers of the righteous king, wrote Isaiah (Is 32:2), will be like “the shadow of a great
rock in a thirsty land” (NIV). The rock might contain a spring of water (see Ex 17:6) as
well as providing welcome shade from the burning sun. The hunted, whether human or
animal, could find in the rocks a hiding place (1 Sam 13:6; Ps 104:18). Isaiah reveals a
horrifying picture of people trying to hide from God among the rocks (Is 2:10, 19, 21).
But ideally rock formed a sound foundation; a rock was a stronghold, a fortress and a
refuge. “See, | lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure
foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed” (Is 28:16 NIV).

King David knew what it was to be a fugitive in the desert, and he worshiped God as
the rock in whom he found shelter (2 Sam 22:2—4, 32; Ps 18:1-3, 31, 46). The image is

NIV New International Version

NIV New International Version
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repeated in Psalm 31:3; 62:1-8; and 71:3, 7. It is a short step to seeing God as redeemer,
savior and deliverer (Ps 62; 95:1; 78:35). God is not only like a rock, however-he is a rock
(Deut 32:30-31). The Israelites had experienced God as a safe refuge, utterly secure and
dependable. As Luther was later to express it, Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott, “a mighty
fortress is our God.”

Rocks can also get in one’s way. If people insist on pursuing their own way, they may
find that God will get in their way as “a rock that makes them fall” (Is 8:13—14). This
negative view of rocks becomes more common in the NT. Paul refers to Isaiah 8 in
Romans 9:32-33. Rocks are an obstacle to agriculture as well, damaging plows or, as in
the case of table rock, holding shallow soil that is easily baked in the sun and hostile to
the growth of a seed (Mt 13:5; see FARMING). More serious still is the horror of the
collapse of a building, a picture of judgment in Luke 20:17-18. A landslide or rockfall,
however, might be seen as a merciful release from the worse pains of the judgment to
come (Rev 6:15-17).

The NT uses positive images of rock just as the OT does. Simon, the leader, perhaps,
of the apostles, is named Cephas, Peter, “Rock” (Mk 3:16). Peter is in some way seen as
central to the foundation of the church (Mt 16:17-19). Jesus spoke of the person who
hears and acts on his words as building on the rock, a sure foundation, whose house will
stand firm (Mt 7:24-27). Peter wrote of the church as being built on the firm granite
foundation of Isaiah 28:16, built with “living stones” into a spiritual temple, for Christ
himself is the living stone par excellence, rejected by his people indeed but chosen by
God (1 Pet 2:4-8).

There remain a few unusual uses of the word rock. It is easy to see how God the Rock
should be viewed as the Father (Ps 28:1; 89:26; Is 51:1 NIV, “the rock from which you
were cut”). It is easy too to see how Jerusalem could be seen as a massive rock (as it
literally is) and why Zechariah warned its besiegers to beware (Zech 12:3). It is less
obvious that a rock could sell people (Deut 32:30), but it is God the Rock who hands over
his enemies to the slaughter. Strangest of all is the reference in 1 Corinthians 10:4 to the
rock that traveled with the people of Israel in their wanderings—a spiritual rock, says
Paul, to be identified now with Christ. Paul’s point of reference appears to be to a
rabbinical legend.

So the word rock is used in Scripture with a wide variety of meanings, almost all
associated with God, either as a secure foundation or stronghold or as an obstacle to

evildoers. Twentieth-century city dwellers need to exercise their powers of imagination

NIV New International Version
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to feel the full impact of King David’s relief and joy at finding a secure and shady fortress
enclosing a spring of water as he was pursued by his enemies in the desert. Our view of
God is enriched by the effort.?

! Ryken, L., Wilhoit, J., Longman, T., Duriez, C., Penney, D., & Reid, D. G. (2000). In

Dictionary of biblical imagery (electronic ed., pp. 732-733). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity

Press.
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