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The clue to its meaning lies in two places: (1) Paul’s own usage of a similar “curse” in
Gal. 1:8-9, where it is pronounced on those who deviate from the gospel that Paul
preached. There is no good reason to think it means otherwise here, especially in light
of the frequent warnings of this letter, some of which take even stronger expression
than this.?? (2) The similar warning that moves toward exclusion in 2 Thess. 3:14-15,
where the warning is precisely for those who “do not obey our instruction in this
letter.”

Thus, using traditional language whose origin is uncertain, Paul offers one last
warning to those who persist in deviating from his gospel, and now especially to those
who might refuse to obey the injunctions of this letter. He has just authenticated the
letter with his signature. That leads him to assert their need to obey; but instead of
putting it in terms of their obeying him, he puts it in the ultimate language of Christian
obedience: “If anyone does not love the Lord.” That covers the whole letter. To insist
on human wisdom over against the gospel of the Crucified One is to “not love the
Lord”; so with living in incest, attendance at idol feasts, and so forth. The ultimate
issue for Paul, therefore, is not their obedience to his word, but their love, or lack
thereof, for the Lord himself. Failure to obey him is lack of love for him; to reject him in
this way is to place oneself under the anathema.3°

But what, then, is the meaning of Maranatha? This is a particularly complex issue,
both because of the ambiguity as to its meaning in Aramaic and because of its place

here in the letter.3! The Aramaic lying behind this Greek (and English) transliteration

29 Cf. 3:17; 5:4-5; 6:9-10; 11:29; 14:38.

30 Cf. C. Spicq, “Comment comprendre @IAgiv dans 1 Cor xvi,22?” NovT 1 (1956), 200-204,
who sees the sentence not as a liturgical formula, but as describing the state of a person
who has rejected Christ and is thereby excluded from the church and finally the heavenly
kingdom. He is followed by W. Dunphy, “Maranatha: Development in Early Christology,” ITQ
37 (1970), 294-308, esp. 302.

31 The bibliography is considerable. Among the more significant items, see K. G. Kuhn, TDNT
IV, 466-72; C. F. D. Moule, “A Reconsideration of the Context of Maranatha,” NTS 6
(1959/60), 307-10; S. Schulz, “Maranatha and Kyrios Jesus,” ZNW 53 (1962), 125-44; P.-é.
Langevin, Jésus Seigneur et I'eschatologie (Bruges/Paris, 1967), pp. 168—208; Albright and

9



can be pointed either Marana tha (= “Our Lord, come!”) or Maran atha (= “Our Lord
has come”). In either case its use in a context like this can only be explained on the
basis of its prior use in the Aramaic-speaking church, almost certainly in the context of
worship. Whether or not it belonged to the “liturgy” of the Lord’s Table in such an
early setting is moot. If so, then it probably meant “Come, O Lord” (as the NIV), and is
to be understood as an early eschatological prayer, similar to that in Rev. 22:20,
“Come, Lord Jesus.”3? This is precisely its function in the concluding eucharistic prayers
in the Didache 10:6.33!

FEEIHE

Rom. 8:28; 1 Cor. 2:9; 8:3; Eph. 6:24?
Ly

12:3; Rom. 9:3; Gal. 1:8-9)3

1 Corinthians 16:21-24 (NKJV)

The malediction is probably intended to apply to any headstrong provocateurs within
the church. A ban formula is found in the conclusion to 2 Thess. 3:14 (“If anyone does
not obey our instruction in this letter, note them, do not associate with them [cf. 1 Cor.
5:9], in order that they be put to shame”) and in Titus 3:10-11 (“After a first and second

admonition, shun a factious person, because you know that such a person perverts and

Mann, “Two Texts”; Dunphy, “Maranatha”; M. Black, “The Maranatha Invocation and Jude 14,
15 (1 Enoch 1:9),” in Christ and Spirit in the New Testament (ed. B. Lindars and S. S. Smalley;
Cambridge, 1973), pp. 189-96.

NIV New International Version

32 Gk. €pBou kUple Ingol, which would be nearly the Greek equivalent of the Aramaic Marana
tha.

33 This stands in direct opposition to those, such as Robinson, “Traces,” who think it functions
as a prayer of invitation for the Lord’s presence at the beginning of the Eucharist proper. That
is to force the sure evidence of the Didache and the Revelation to conform to a dubious
historical reconstruction, namely the “sequence” of the conclusion of this letter.

! Fee, G. D. (1987). The First Epistle to the Corinthians (pp. 837-838). Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co.

2 Garland, D. E. (2003). 1 Corinthians (p. 773). Baker Academic.

3 Garland, D. E. (2003). 1 Corinthians (p. 773). Baker Academic.
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https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt67co1?ref=Bible.1Co16.22&off=0&ctx=ome+in+this+church.%0a~22+With+pen+in+hand%2c
https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt67co1?ref=Bible.1Co16.21-24&off=517&ctx=do+love+the+Lord+in+~Rom.+8%3a28%3b+1+Cor.+2%3a
https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt67co1?ref=Bible.1Co16.21-24&off=397&ctx=%CE%B8%CE%B5%CE%BC%CE%B1%2c+anathema%3b+cf.+~12%3a3%3b+Rom.+9%3a3%3b+Gal.

sins, being self-condemned”). By contrast, a positive formula appears in Gal. 6:16 (“For
those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy”) and in Eph. 6:24
(“Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption”).*

4 Garland, D. E. (2003). 1 Corinthians (p. 773). Baker Academic.
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