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The false teaching of those who have left the church is now revealed. It is a denial that
Jesus is the Christ. A study of John’s letters makes it plain that by this phrase he does not
simply mean a denial that Jesus was the Messiah of Old Testament expectation (cf. Acts
5:42;9:22;17:3; 18:28). In the second part of this verse and in verse 23 he refers to Jesus
as the Son. For a similar linking of the two expressions see 5:1 and 5:5 and cf. John 20:31;
Matt. 16:16. In 4:2-3 (cf. 2 John 7) the theological error he is combating is defined more
precisely as a denial that ‘Jesus Christ has come in the flesh’, or, as perhaps this
expression should be translated, a denial that ‘Jesus is the Christ come in the flesh’. The
antichrists probably taught (as some later Gnostics certainly taught) that Jesus was born
and died a man, and that ‘the Christ’, by which they meant a divine emanation, was
within him only during his public ministry, descending upon him at his baptism and
leaving him before the cross. They thus denied that Jesus was or is (estin, 22) the Christ
or the Son. They made him a mere man who for a brief period was invested with divine
powers or even adopted into the Godhead, but they denied that the man Jesus and the
eternal Son were and are the same person, possessing two perfect natures, human and

divine. In a word, they denied the incarnation.!

1 Stott, J. R. W. (1988). The Letters of John: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 19, pp.

114—-115). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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