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A further reason for Paul’s astonishment is that the Galatian Christians were “deserting
the one who called [them] by the grace of Christ” (uetatiBeoBbe anod 1ol kaAéoavtog
OuacG év xapttL Xplotol). The middle form of petatiBnut has the special sense of “change

over,” “turn away from,” “fall away,” “desert,” and “become apostate,” being used in

this manner in secular Greek!
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Paul’s characterization of his message as 10 vayyéAlov to0 Xplotol (“the gospel of
Christ”) appears a number of times elsewhere in his letters as well (cf. Rom 15:19; 1 Cor
9:12; 2 Cor 2:12; 4:4; 9:13; 10:14; Phil 1:27; 1 Thess 3:2; see also 2 Thess 1:8),2
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But Paul’s reference elsewhere in Galatians to God as the one who calls (cf. 1:15, “the
one who called me by his grace”; 5:8, “the one who calls you”) and his continuance of
this practice in his other letters (cf. Rom 4:17; 8:30; 9:12, 24; 11:29; 1 Cor 1:9, 26; 7:15,
17-24; Eph 1:18; Phil 3:14; 1 Thess 2:12; 4:7; 5:24; 2 Thess 1:11; 2:14; 2 Tim 1:9)3

Paul is astonished that his converts in their pious attempt to be rigorously scrupulous
are actually turning away from God, “the one who called you by the grace of Christ.”

This was a shocking state of affairs. For by their turning away from “the truth of the

1 Longenecker, R. N. (1990). Galatians (Vol. 41, p. 14). Word, Incorporated.
2 Longenecker, R. N. (1990). Galatians (Vol. 41, p. 16). Word, Incorporated.
3 Longenecker, R. N. (1990). Galatians (Vol. 41, p. 15). Word, Incorporated.
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gospel” (2:5, 14), Paul’s converts were in actuality recapitulating the scenarios of Israel’s
apostasies and rebuffing the very One whom they professed to be attempting to

worship more adequately.*

rghiEsE Ty
The verb tapdoow (“disturb,” “unsettle,

n u

confuse”) was used in the Greco-Roman
world of political agitators who caused confusion and turmoil, but appears in the NT in
a figurative sense to describe mental and spiritual agitation. It is the word used to
describe the Judaizers and their work again in 5:10 and 6:17 (cf. Acts 15:24), and may
very well be an allusion to Achar “the troubler of Israel” (cf. 1 Chr 2:7). >
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4 Longenecker, R. N. (1990). Galatians (Vol. 41, p. 15). Word, Incorporated.
5 Longenecker, R. N. (1990). Galatians (Vol. 41, p. 16). Word, Incorporated.
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