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History has known a number of small countries—some of them little more than city-
states—that have had a disproportionate influence because of their possession of fine
harbors and strong commercial instincts and skills. Venice, Genoa, and the cities of the
Hanseatic League are examples from the past, while Singapore and the Netherlands,
with its great port of Rotterdam, are modern examples. Phoenicia, with its two
important ports of Tyre and Sidon, was the maritime commercial state contemporary
with much of OT history. Like all Israel’s and Judah’s neighbors, of course, it was pagan;
and the worship of Melkart, the Tyrian Baal, had posed a serious religious threat in the
days of Ahab and Jezebel. Mauchline (in loc.) writes “The Phoenicians, with their
accumulated wealth and their blatant materialism, represented the very type of culture
against whose vices Amos in particular warned the Israelites.” Until the time of the
Assyrians, who had designs on the whole Mediterranean seaboard and its hinterland,
this small state and its important commercial cities had been left relatively undisturbed
by conflict. It certainly merited judgment, however, and would have to experience this
at the hands of the Assyrians, just as other states in the area were to face. It was
Sennacherib, during the period 705-701 B.c. who turned his attention to Phoenicia,
which had been a nominal part of the Assyrian Empire for some time. The country was
devastated, and Tyre itself was subjected to a long and bitter siege. It was later also
besieged by the Babylonians, the Persians, and the Greeks under Alexander the Great,
who virtually destroyed it in 333 B.C. after one of the greatest sieges in history. It may be
that the prophecy, in terms of its fulfillment, incorporates elements from some of these

later times as well as the time of the Assyrian onslaught on the country.?

in loc. in loco, in the place cited
2 Grogan, G. W. (1986). Isaiah. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary:

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel (Vol. 6, pp. 145-146). Zondervan Publishing House.
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