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For apart from the God who reveals himself in Holy Scripture, people are confined to
their own thoughts, imaginings and devisings, a truth most plainly seen in the making of



an idol.!

The word “wait” does not suggest that we sit around and do nothing. It means “to hope,”
to look to God for all that we need (Isa. 26:3; 30:15). This involves meditating on His
character and His promises, praying, and seeking to glorify Him.

The word “renew” means “to exchange,” as taking off old clothes and putting on new.
We exchange our weakness for His power (2 Cor. 12:1-10). As we wait before Him, God
enables us to soar when there is a crisis, to run when the challenges are many, and to walk
faithfully in the day-by-day demands of life. It is much harder to walk in the ordinary
pressures of life than to fly like the eagle in a time of crisis.

“I can plod,” said William Carey, the father of modern missions. “That is my only

genius. | can persevere in any definite pursuit. To this I owe everything.”?

Hope (with, of course, its biblical component of certainty) is one meaning of Ngawa,

which also means ‘wait’ (patiently) and ‘rest’ (trustfully)®

M2 (gawa) 1, wait, look for, hope.

This root means to wait or to look for with eager expectation. It is used for the wicked
who make an attempt to destroy the life of the righteous (Ps 56:6 [H 7]; 119:95). Waiting
with steadfast endurance is a great expression of faith. It means enduring patiently in
confident hope that God will decisively act for the salvation of his people (Gen 49:18).*

A. God is willing to make these resources available to you.
1. When you get weary and begin to faint, He is willing to hold you up.
2. When the temptation gets heavy and you start to fail, He will deliver you.

3. When your future is confused and you don't know where to turn, He will guide you.

1 Motyer, J. A. (1999). Isaiah: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 20, p. 280). Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

2 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). Be Comforted (pp. 110-111). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

3 Motyer, J. A. (1999). Isaiah: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 20, p. 283). Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

4 Hartley, J. E. (1999). 1994 nij. R. L. Harris, G. L. Archer Jr., & B. K. Waltke (Eds.),
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (electronic ed., p. 791). Chicago: Moody Press.
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4. When your problems overwhelm you, He will counsel.
5. When there seems to be no way out, you are tired of fighting the tide and you begin to

sink, you put the traditional last hand up as you go under, He will grab that hand. °
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5 https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/smith_chuck/SermonNotes_Isa/lsa_40.cfm
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